
WILLMAR 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

To: Mayor and City Council Date: August 21, 2019 

City Office Building 
333 SW 6th Street 

Willmar, MN 56201 
Main Number 320-235-4913 

Fax Number 320-235-4917 

From: Sean E. Christensen, P .E. Subject: Auditorium Environmental Services 
Public Works Director Proposals 

AGENDA ITEM: Auditorium Environmental Services Proposals 

INTRODUCTION/REQUEST: 
Review of proposals submitted for the gun range professional lead decontamination and ballistic block 
replacement. 

HISTORY: 
A Dura Blocs system was installed in the range during Step 3 of the Master Plan, which consists of 19 
rows wide and 10 rows high of ballistic blocks. These blocks are composed of cold pressed recycled 
tubber as a primary bullet trap. The blocks are designed to encapsulate ammunition up to 7.62 MM (0.30 
caliber) and are recommended for replacement every two years based on the cunent volume of shooting. 
The blocks require replacement as they reach their maximum capacity and there is no more tubber 
material available to encapsulate the bullets with concerns of ricochet is eminent. With the cunent usage 
of the range, it requires professional lead cleaning to reduce lead dust to a safe level of HUD standards 
and to replace the 16 HEP A filters in the HV AC system. The range area, observation room, classroom, 
basement hallways, stairwells and restrooms would require decontamination on all surfaces. Without lead 
decontamination, lead dust accumulates and increases the exposure into the breathing zone and tracked to 
other locations within the facility. Staff is cunently trained to clean the range, observation room and 
classroom with a HEP A vacuum but further annual deep cleaning is required to decrease exposure limits 
of lead. An environmental consultant will provide lead clearance sampling following the cleaning to allow 
the range to be re-opened under the Minnesota Department of Health standards. 

CURRENT CIRCUMSTANCE: 
The City requested quotes for cleaning the range to HUD standards, replacing the blocks and also 16 
HEP A filters in the HV AC system with two received; Green Bay Lead Services, LLC in the amount of 
$34,035 plus $7,500 per additional cleaning trip if testing fails and from ECCO Midwest, Inc. in the not to 
exceed amount of$65,100. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
A ward the ballistic blocks replacement and professional lead decontamination contract to Green Bay Lead 
Services, LLC in the amount of $34,035. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
The Auditorium cunently has $38,000 in the operating budget for annual cleaning services and block 
replacement. 



ALTERNATIVES: 
1. Close the range. 
2. Convert to lead-free range. 

REVIEWED BY: Brian Gramentz, City Administrator 

COMMITTEE MEETING DATE: August 21,2019 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE: September 3, 2019 



BID TABULATION 
CITY OF WILLMAR GUN RANGE 
LEAD DECONTAMINATION AND 

BALLISTIC BLOCK REPLACEMENT 
AUGUST 2, 2019 1:30 P.M. 

Bidder Amount 

GB Lead Services, LLC 

1537 Park Place, Ste 200A $34,035 

Green Bay, WI 54304 

ECCO Midwest, Inc. 

2939 Enterprise Ave $65,100 

Hastings, MN 55033 







WCTrib. 

Erwin Rau Dec. 3,1909- March 16,2011 

WILLMAR-- Erwin Rau, 101, of Willmar died March 16 at Bethesda Pleasant View Nursing Home in 

Willmar. The funeral service will be at 1 :30 p.m. Friday at Bethel Lutheran Church in Willmar. Burial 

will be at Fairview Cemetery in Willmar. 

Visitation will be for one hour prior to the service at the church. Arrangements are with Harvey 

Anderson Funeral Home in Willmar. Memorials are preferred to Rice Hospice. 

Erwin Walter Rau was born Dec. 3, 1909, in Appleton to William and Emma Kranz Rau. 

He attended Swift County District 22 grade school and graduated from the Appleton High School in 

1927 and from the University of Minnesota in 1936. The Great Depression of the 1930s made it 

impossible for him to stay in school for a few years and this resulted in a belated graduation. After a 

school year on the staff at the Minnesota School for the Blind in Faribault, where he introduced 

wrestling as a sport for the boys, he entered the business world. 

He met Ingrid Blanche Olsen in St Paul. They married in 1940 and moved to Willmar. He was active 

in city government serving on the council and as mayor from 1958 to 1962. In 1961, he left the 

business world and accepted a letter of call from the American Lutheran Church to serve as the 

director of church life in town and country, dealing primarily with the declining and dying 

congregations in the rural areas and small towns of Minnesota. 

He served as executive director of the Willmar Housing and Redevelopment Authority, 1970 to 1974. 

In recent years, he cooperated with the State of Minnesota and the federal government in restoring 

wetlands. 

He is survived by his present wife, Viola; sons, Dean (and Sarah) Rau of Bayfield, Wis., Douglas (and 

Kimberly) Rau of Rochester; four grandchildren; and numerous nieces, nephews and other relatives. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; four brothers and five sisters; son, David Michael, in 1959; 

and wife, Ingrid in 1995. 



You m1gm say mat movmg me cny oump siOppeo me carnetyf.'! uut uJullttc::.tul\:: u '"' 

beauty of a wooded island. It was a rather dismal sight and that gave me an idea. 
David enjoyed the great out-or-doors and each summer we enjoyed a week up in the 
canoe country east of Ely. So 1 asked the city council for permission to make the area 
Into a park by planting a couple thousand pine trees on the area. 

David was a boy scout and had achieved the rank of Star Scout and membership m 
the Order of the Arrow, so I asked for volunfeer boy scouts to help plant the tress. On a 
Saturday in rate April1960 or 1961, with the help of about 20 boy scouts, we planted a 
couple thousand Ponderosa plnes and that was the beginning of the David Rau 
Memorial Seoul Park. I was a member of the Kiwanis Club and a few years later the 
club took on the maintenance of the part as a project of Kiwanis. They built a shelter on 
the south side of the road and have been adding trees and shrubs on the north side 
each year. 

I had two bronze plaques made at ihe Cold Spring Gmnite Works One C".;Jrrics the 
Scout Oath and is fastened 10 a stone on the south part of the park. The ather pluque is 
a larger plaque. I will try to add Its inscriptions at the end of this histol)'. 1 was looking 
for a large stone with one flat side on whloh to fasten the plaque. One day 1 was talking 
to a friend and fellow Kiwanis member, the late Tom Walsh, about the park and my 
search for such a stone. He said he had such a stone in his garden and tha1l could 
have it for the park. Tom Uved about 5 mires north of town in the Point Lake area so 1 
hired a man to haul it to the park. He used the largest front end loader Dunnick Bros. 
own, the use of which they more or less donated. I hope that plaque and the s1onc will 
be there a few hundred years from now and that the Ponderosa pines will grow 1o the 
size of the giants one sees out west. 

Excerpt from Erwin Rau's Memoir. Although this indicates that Erwin was a Kiwanian as of 
1960, the Kiwanis International data base indicates that he joined on August 23, 1983. 

It's clear from the above that Rau Park includes the area north of the road. 

Elsewhere in the memoir it is seen that the cause of David's death at age15 was " ... a strep throat 
which also immobilized his kidneys." This was before the days of transplants and dialysis. 



As stated, the trees were planted on the north part of Rau park, the part north of the present 
road. 



Boulder and plaque on north side of Rau Park, nearly hidden by foliage. 



RAU PARK INPO~TION 

FOR NEW AND FORMER MEMBE~S 9F RAU PARK COMMITTEE 
Fe!>r:p.a•l:\y--;]:5;l(,)~i!!~ 

History • The area between the KWLM Radio Stati.on and the Fair 
G.t'O\.Inds at one time ~a,s, .a City Dump. Thi.s .area was eventuany 
closed and covered (to some degree) with soil . Around '·1960, 
portions of the area were planted to Ponderosa Pine using Boy 
Scouts and other volunteer labor. Later on, the Willmar Kiwanis 
"adopted11 t;he area towards the fairgrounds and erected a sheH:er 
and minimum picnic faoil i ties. .- · -

In 1987, the Kiwanis and the City looked at the area across the 
road. I was asked to develop a plan for this area. The original 
Pine planting had become overgrown with Boxelders. A tentative 
plan was developed which was different from that on the south 
area whioh was a 100% Pine area that was mowed regularly by the 
City. 

The new plan entailed: 
l. Selected cutting of completing Boxelders using the materials 
to make brush piles or otherwisa leave the "brush" to decompose 
into the forest floor. 
2. Plant potted and bare-root Ponderosa Pine into these areas. 
3. Planting low growing shrubs to eventually· benefH birds and 

other wildlife such as High-bush Cranberry, Cho~echerry, wild 
plum, Amur maple and other shrubs. These will provide food and 
cover for wildlife. 

4. Provide walking paths, picnic tables, observation benches so 
that the public could access and enjoy nature in other than a 
"Golf Course" or manicured setting. 

PROJECTS completed sinoe 1987 

1. Worked on items 1,2&3 as outlined abovo, starting in 1988. 
2. Added Row of Potted slack Hills Spruce along road in 1989. 
3. constructed walking paths, parking lot, railroad' tie 

staircase, three picnic tables,two observation benches. 
4. Provided labor for above plus that for watering, weed control, 

'l'SI timber stand improvement. - We tried to control bike 
and ATV traffic to provide erosion control but this 
was not very successful. 

5. Trash Patrol prior to Memorial day, the 4th, and Labor day. 
6. Prairie grass and wild flower planting-'97 and '98 

'97-800 sq. ft. area was given chemical weed control 
thatched and planted. Establishment was fair but weed control 
was-not successful. In '98 we applied Roundup early on '97 
planting and treated another 800 sq.ft. for a new plot. 
Following Boeding, we had no rain to soak things up for almost 3 
months. 
PLANS FOR 1999 
1. Decision on further efforts and expense on "Prairie Project" 

2. Minor tree planting - possible replacement of Midwest Crab 
wed out by City in '98 
Control of Thistles and Burdock 
Trash Patroras tnpast 

5. NEW WORK AND RESPONSIBILITIES TO ASSIST SELVIG PARK-Dick 
Hoglund will brief us on this project 
6. Timber Stand Improvement-not much needed this year-we cleaned 
up a sizeable area in '98. 

Please meet at Hardy's at 7:30 PM on Monday, Feb.l. Looks as 
though we have a good crew for this year. Let's talk about 
dividing up the work so that the parks (and Kiwanis) continue to 
look good. 

Les Swanson, Rau Park chairperson 



Kiwanis visit to Rau Park 

At 9 AM on Wednesday June 20, Ken Behm, Roger Rhody and Earl Knutson met with city 
employees Gary Manzer and Paul Tinklenberg at Rau Park. We were there about 45 minutes. 
Most of this time was spent on the south side of the road, but we also looked at the north side. 
The city regards Rau Park as a part of Robbins Island. 

As background, Ken brought a report written in February 1999 by Les Swanson. This report 
sketched the history of the park and described the work done recently and plans for further work. 
It was clearly a major Kiwanis project in the 1990s and into the new century. 

The initial topic discussed on June 20th was the parking lot, which is dirt with minimal gravet and 
has water-filled potholes. Based on experience, Manzer thought upgrading to blacktop might cost 
about $35,000. This would have to be budgeted for. As an immediate step, the city will provide 
and spread some crushed rock. 

The south area is over-populated with evergreen trees. The city removes trees only as they die. 
Any aggressive thinning would require developing a consensus plan~ The city does mow the area 
regularly. There is debris in the parking lot and near the roadway leading to the fairground, but 
the bulk of the area is quite debris-free. Miller waste hauler empties garbage cans about twice a 
week. 

The banks just above the lake are heavily vegetated. Methods for clearing this vegetation were 
discussed. Near 
the back of the park, nearly hidden by vegetation, is a plaque inscribed with "The Boy Scouts' 
Oath" fixed to a stack of boulders. The consensus was that we need to identify the plants before 
doing any clearing. 

The is a swinging bench on the premises that needs painting. There is a small picnic shelter that 
needs refurbishing or replacing. The sign at the front, mentioning Kiwanis needs leveling. 

On the north side of the road, nearly engulfed in brush, is a sign "Wild Flower Garden" with the 
Kiwanis logo. This seems like a lost cause. 







lk-f ., 
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From the above, Rau Park currently has a playground and two 8'x8' picnic shelters. The plan 
calls for removing the playground once the work at Robbins Island is completed. 





DAVID RAU MEMORIAL SCOUT PARK 

A PROJECT OF KIWANIS 

The untimely death of David Rau at age 16 from a then
untreatable illness was the impetus for this park, which was 
established in 1960 by the City Council of Willmar at the 
request of Mayor Erwin Rau. The park, a reclaimed city dump, 
consists of 2 acres on the south side of the road and 3.5 acres 
on the north side. 

Area Boy Scouts, in tribute to their fellow Scout David Rau, 
helped in clearing land and planting trees. Their contributions 
to the park and the community are are noted in two engraved 
metal plaques mounted on boulders, on either side of the road. 

Partial responsibility for ongoing care of the park was assumed 
by the Willmar Kiwanis clubs. 



TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

WILLMAR 

Memorandum 

Public Works/Safety Committee 

Sean Christensen, Public Works Director 

August 20, 2019 

MnDOT ADA/Pedestrian Improvements 

City Office Building 
333 SW 61h Street 

Willmar, MN 56201 
Main Number 320-235-4913 

Fax Number 320-235-4917 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

MnDOT District 8 is planning an ADA improvement project from 225 west of Ferring 
Street to Lakeland Drive. The project schedule is as follows: 

Plan Review Checklist No. 2- 90% ADA plan to ADA Office: September 4, 2020 
100% Submittal: October 16, 2020 
Project Tmn-In: November 6, 2020 
Letting: January 29, 2021 

There is no financial impact on the City for this project. 
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2019 Public Works/Safety Committee Meeting Dates  

 

August  

August 21st –  MnDOT ADA project, Rau Park Discussion, Gun Range Cleaning 

Bid Award  

 

September  

September 4th –  Private Snow Haulers, SE On-Street parking, DOAC Bid Award, 

Robbins Island Beach Policy  

September 18th –  Brush Site Discussion 

October  

October 9th –  

October 23rd –  

 

November  

November 6th –  

November 20th –  

 

December  

December 4th –  

December 18th –  
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